Abstract. We characterize the uniform non-squareness of the ψ -direct sum X ⊕ ψ Y of Banach spaces X and Y , where ψ is a convex function on the unit interval satisfying certain conditions. As a corollary the uniform non-squareness of an p,q -sum X ⊕ p,q Y is characterized. In the course of doing this a monotonicity property of absolute norms on C 2 is shown. (2000): 46B20, 46B99. Key words and phrases: Absolute norm, convex function, monotonicity property of absolute norms, direct sum of Banach spaces, uniformly non-square Banach space.
